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Patron
Rev. Dr. Joseph Ottapurackal

Visit of Archbishop
& Chief Editor 3d August was a day of blessing for ETC. Archbishop
ro. James Elavumkal 2 = = -
of Tellicherry, Mar George Njaralakkatt arrived on this
Distributor day to be the chief guest of convocation ceremony. The
S r i E (B new priests were fortunate enough to receive their B.Th.
degree certificate from his Grace. He visited the Bishop’s
[P COERRVI house, and some of the mission stations of the eparchy of [ 3
Cherioa i ¥ Satna on the following day. Bishopiji also presided over the Eucharlstlc celebratlon on 5th
morning and deliverd an inspiring homily. After the three days of visit in Satna he returned to
Tellicherry. ETC specially thanks his Grace for sponsoring a grass cutting machine for seminary.

14 students of ETC were conferred B.Th. degree on 3*" August. His
excellency Mar Joseph Kodakallil, the chairman of the synodal commission
presided over the meeting. The function was blessed with the presence of His
Grace Mar George Njaralakkatt, the bishop of the arch diocese of Tellicherry.
The new priests were given the certificate of merit by His Grace Mar George

Njaralakkatt in the presence of many distinguished guests.
Rev. Fr. Kaithackathottiyil Jacob and Rev. Fr. Uppukandathil Kurian were awarded the scholarship for the academic
excellence. The function was followed by a colourful cultural event put forth by the first year Theologians.

NEW PRIESTS’ DAY

The joy was overflowing in ETC as she
celebrated the New Priests’ day in the
presence of her 14 new Priests on
August 4th, the feast of St. John

Marla Vianney, the patron of
all the Priests. The
solemn holy Qurbana
“was the centre of celebration.

Rev. Fr. Kochodakal Thomas
was the main celebrant and all the

new Priests were the concelebrants. It was
followed by the blessings of Vianney
k quarters. Rev. Fr. John Koovaparayil
led the prayers. There

@ “ was also a

friendly basketball
match between
the brothers and
the new Priests.

Feeling solidarity with the home land

The disastrous flood and catastrophe in Kerala was a heartbroken news for all. 172
August was a day of adoration and fasting, and the whole Ephrem parivar gathered in
the church for prayer. The following 7 days were set apart for special prayers along
with abstinence and evening adoration. We cancelled Onam celebrations and made a
special collection from staff and students for raising fund for the relief work.
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Impacts of Kerala Flood

Rev. Fr. Joseph Ottapurackal was supposed to present a paper in a Symposium at Vadavathoor. He could
not go due to the flood in Kerala. Bros. Peter Paremman & Zade Jose were selected to participate in the
final of the Bible Quiz competition held in the Apostolic Seminary, Vadavathoor, Kottayam on 16th
August But they could not reach there due to flood. They stayed in the Sagar Mission house and reached

Independance Day Celebrations
15t August was a day of celebration for ETC as she joined along with the
whole children of mother India and mother Mary in celebrating the independence
L4 “@‘ 2018 Wq’% L) day and the feast of assumption of blessed virgin Mary. After the solemn Qurbana
in the morning, Rev. Sr. Vijaya, the Superior of DST convent hoisted the national
flag and gave an inspirational message. This was a historical moment of ETC to
invite a woman representative to hoist the flag. Later a meeting was held in the
# ETC auditorium in which Mr. N. M Misra, the head of the Minority Development
»" Department of Satna presided over. The meeting was packed with speeches and cultural
programmes which made the audience to feel proud of our mother land.

SPORTS & ARTS COMPETITIONS 2018 Semesteral Outing Day

A healthy mind resides in a 16th August was the outing day of the first semester.
Brothers were eager to go out and explore the beauty
and history of many destinations. The first years and
the second years visited Khajuraho and Chitrakoot
respectively. The third year theologians went to
Allahabad. The deacons visited Maihar.

healthy body. Sports and arts
competitions contribute to
the growth and strengthening

of community spirit and give physical and mental
relaxation for the students. In order to achieve this

end, the ETC conducts the arts and sports
competitions. The preliminary meeting for this
cause was held. All the fathers and brothers were
persent in the meeting. The election of the group
captains was also done during this time.

inspirational messages

Archbishop Mar George Njaralakkatt of humour, inner silence, necessity of reading of the

During homily His Grace was interpreting the parable holy scripture and so on. His Grace concluded with a

of the rich man and Lazarus, a pericope from the gospel ~ request of prayer for his intentions

of Luke. He explfiined the p.assage in connection with New Priests of ETC
the latest apostolic exhortation Gaudete et exsultate
with a pastoral outlook. His Grace spoke about the signs
of holiness which are dealt in detail in the Apostolic
exhortation by Pope Francis. He also shared about
perseverence, patience, meakness, boldness, sense of

Our beloved new Priests unanimously shared about
the divine providence of God allways in their ministry.
All of them experienced the continuous support and
prayer of the faithful for their ministry inspite of the
challenges over the priesthood and church.
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-~ VILLAGE APOSTOLATE

St. Eprem’s Theological College, a mission oriented seminary, gives prime

importance to village apostolate. On 15th July, Rev. Fr. Puliyampallil Cyriac was
appointed as the new village apostolate incharge. On 15th August a meeting was
held under the guidance of Rev. Fr. Puliyampallil Cyriac with the leaders of village

apostolate and tuition teachers of different villages. The purpose of the meeting was
to know about the current situation of the villages.

The inauguration of village apostolate was held in 18th August. The meeting was under
the guidance of Rev. Fr. Puliyampallil Cyriac and he gave an inaugural address. Rev. Fr. Shinto
Porimattam presided over the meeting and gave an insightful
and inspiring message. He shared his experience in the
the field of village apostolate. All the members of the
seminary were present for the meeting.

Panel Discussion For Future Mission

According to the Mission Policy of Syro-Malabar Church, missionaries should be trained
in the context of mission with various exposures and interactions with the people and culture of
the place of mission (The Mission Policy 8:3). With this in mind a panel discussion was
conducted on 21st August for deacons. It was part of their course on Pastoral Theology. Persons
from different walks of life were invited for the discussion. The persons for the panel discussion
were Sr. Vijaya DST, Mr. Francis, Mrs. Hanna Khonsla and Freddy Francis. They expressed
their views from the point of their idea of a priest. Deacons had free interaction with them.
“The Priests should treat everyone equally and should not reserve a separate group for
himself” -Sr. Vijaya
“The priests who pray are really an inspiration for others to pray” - Mrs. Hanna Khonsla
“The availability of the Priest is more required than anything else” -Mr. Freddy Franscis

“Priests should make his homily attractive and creative because it is the only thing that

changes for every mass” -Freddy Franscis.

HANDBOOK & CALENDAR
2018-19

A seminar was conducted on social media. Rev. Fr. Joby Mathew
ssp, a member of St. Paul society, was the resource person of the |
seminar. He mainly spoke about the policies, possibilities and
pitfalls of social media. It began at 9.30 am and there was the
presence of all the fathers and brothers from ETC, brothers from
V.C study house and sisters and candidtates from DST.
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